Article from a United Beach Mission article in a UBM newspaper from 1987.

Our names are Gordon and Fiona Liston. We live in Drogheda, on the
East Coast of Ireland. We‘d like to tell you a little of how we found the truth.

Gordon first: | was brought up to think that all good children go to Heaven, and that
religious observance was of utmost importance. | tried my best, but | realized that my sin
went deeper than | thought, and religion was just on the surface. My realisations were
frightening as | searched for answers. At secondary school in Limerick a teacher read
from the Bible; it was here that | first realised | was responsible for my sin.

One night | was hitching a lift in Cork, and the driver began to talk about Jesus, and to
say that the Bible held the truth. He said that we could be forgiven—I thought this was a
bit much to believe!

Two years later, | was still searching. One night | just prayed to make a fresh start the
next day, to live a new life forgiven of all my sin. The following day, a friend showed me
from the Bible that Jesus forgives those who come to Him. | accepted what the Bible said
—I knew | had found what | was looking for.

Fiona’s experience was quite different. As a child growing up in Belfast, | was
taught about God and the Bible, but in my teens, | stopped going to church and used to
be proud of my disbelief in God. .

Later, when I saw the change in a friend’s life, | realised that the God of whom she
spoke was indeed real, and had life-changing power. About two months afterwards, at a
meeting of missions, as the speaker shared from God’s word, | heard again how
powerful God is, and how He had created all things. In the face of this realisation, how
could I not trust Him to take over my life and my soul? —

I knew that there were things wrong in my life, that | could never change, but now |
realised that God had provided the only way for me to go. Through the death of Jesus
Christ on Calvary | could be forgiven and start a new life.

That night | asked God to forgive me for the things | had done wrong, and to take over
my life completely. Since then, God has given me a great sense of peace, and the
knowledge that He is real.

Several years later, we met on a United Beach Missions team in Lahinch, Co Clare,
on the West Coast of Ireland. Although brought up differently, we had come to the
same faith in Christ.

We praise God for His faithfulness, guidance, and protection over the last years, and
we are confident that He will continue to guard us until we go to Heaven.




